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The Divine Authority and Rule of Virtue in the Theory of
Heaven-Human Induction: An Phenomenon Analysis of
the Emperor’s Repentance Article

Tzu-Jui Chai*

Abstract

The term "Emperor's Repentance(E.)" appears frequently in historical records
and has become a unique historical and cultural phenomenon in ancient China. Dong,
Zhong-shu(Z {f'£7) idea of Heaven-Human Induction(=< A Eif€) gave the ancient
emperor’ s legitimacy authority a strong view of Harmony of Man and Nature(Zx< A
£—), and his subjects were connected from celestial phenomena to the emperor’ s
actions, and the emperors also regarded celestial phenomena as a form of
self-supervision. One of the ideological essence that forms the Emperor's Repentance.
And the emperor can express the fault of the review through the Buda who sins and
imposes the edict, and the behavior of "self-moral review" of obedience to the will of
God, in order to re-exhibit the "rule of virtue" thought.

The Emperor's Repentance Article(5E 25H) does have a high degree of

instrumentality for political stability, policy adjustment, and pacification of
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society. The is influenced by the checks and balances of the emperor and his ministers.
The courtiers usually supervise the emperor’s words and deeds, which promotes the
emperor’s self-examination to a certain extent; or the courtiers once again persuade
the emperor by examining the behavior of the emperor’s imperial court. , So that the
emperor is subject to a certain degree of checks and balances, which has a positive
effect on the emperor's self-ethics and the implementation of the rule of virtue.

The author believes that the governance wisdom extended by the ancient emperors
through the " Repentance Article " can be regarded as a mode of thinking for " Use
crisis " to conduct a comprehensive policy review, and it is worthy of modern

reflection.

Key Words: the Emperor's Repentance Article, the divine authority, rule of virtue
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