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A Preliminary Study of the Epidemics in the Ming Dynasty and Its Countermeasures:
Taking "Ming-Shilu™ as a clue

Li-Fu Tung e

Abstract

The article is based on the information contained in "Ming-Shilu"(BH&$:%) to search, sort and describe the
epidemic phenomenon in the Ming Dynasty. Meanwhile, it also compares the relevant materials of ** Ming-Shih-Wu-
hsin-Chih "' (HAsE 717 77g5)with the information in “Ming-Shilu" to point out the differences and missings. Then, also
based on the informationin  "Ming-Shilu" how to cope the epidemic problem, it outlines the official epidemic
countermeasures of the Ming Dynasty. Although those countermeasures had their illusory side, they also had their
pragmatic aspects. It is hoped that the information will be empathetically acknowledged and a reasonable explanation
will be provided for historical reference.

Keywords: Ming Dynasty, Epidemic, Ming-Shilu (A Record of the Ming Dynasty’s Events), Ming-Shih (The
History of the Ming Dynasty), Wu-hsin-Chih - (The History of Five Elements)
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