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The Paradigm Shift of Cross-Taiwan Straits
Relations-
From the Period of Ku-Wang Talks to Contemporary
Political Controversy of Transnational Flow

Min Wei”

Abstract

Since Ku-Wang Talk was held in 1993 and four agreements have been signed,
cross-Taiwan Straits relations have undergone 25 years of development, and the
environment in which they have undergone has changed greatly. The mode of
thinking about cross-Taiwan Straits relations, that is, the academic paradigm referred
to in this article, has also undergone tremendous changes. This paper intends to
explore the crux of the problem of cross-straits relations and the direction of
development through the discussion of this academic paradigm shift process.

Firstly, the paper discusses the current environment of the two sides of the
straits and the transfer of relevant academic paradigms. Secondly, using the above
literature to explore and actual case observations, this paper establishes a conceptual
framework for discussing cross-strait issues and explains the research methods to be
implemented by observing this framework; The framework explores the cross-strait
policy perceptions at this stage and the policy guidelines and measures adopted by the
policy. This paper argues that cross-straits relations belong to a type of "linkage
communities”, and according to this type of observation, it is inevitable that Beijing's
policy of "follow me" will be carried out in one direction, and Taipei still mainly
established the "maintaining the status quo™ policy. l.e., while at the same time trying
to break through the deadlock between the two sides of the strait, Taipei seems to
have no complete response to Beijing's policy of "follow me™ in cross-straits relations.

This paper points out that on the surface, the current two sides of the strait are
still in a form of peer-to-peer exchange. However, since the two sides of the straits are
basically under the institutional structure of “linkage communities”, Beijing is
currently governing according to this concept in terms of communication. The
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relationship is clearly tilted toward Beijing. If Taipei does not reshape its policy
direction and practices, it will continue to be at a disadvantage in the short and
medium term.

Keywords:cross-Taiwan straits relations, methodological nationalism, social fluidism,

transnationalism, linkage communities, 31 items of give-favor-to-Taiwan
policy
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