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Law enforcement and policy alienation: A study of
clampdown on trespassing Chinese fishing boat by front-line

maritime Patrol officers

Wei-Hung Hsu*

Abstract

Research mainly looked at problems public professionals have with specific policy
programs. However, policies are not developed in a vacuum. Currently, there is intense
debate on the context and a cognitive state of public professionals during policy
implementation. When a public professional who interacts clients has a general cognitive
state of psychological disconnection from the policy program being implemented, he/she
may experience policy alienation. The central research is addressed by means of literature
reviews and in-depth interviews. The author introduces the terms of “policy alienation”
to explore whether front-line maritime Patrol officers experience policy alienation when
implement the policy of clampdown on trespassing Chinese fishing boat. It appears that
street-level maritime Patrol officers might experience policy alienation in general. When
front-line maritime Patrol officers get further in experiencing that the policy is
meaningless, they will be reluctant to implement it and will show more negative behavior
regarding the policy. Therefore, Taiwan Coast Guard agencies need to focus on how to

reduce the severity of policy alienation of front-line maritime patrol personnel.
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