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A Political Economic Analysis of Taiwan's Working Hours Regulation Policy

Chyi-Lu Jang %, Nina Tsai %

Abstract

The importance of working hours regulation and management policies for the labor
market can be known from the number and content of conventions concluded by the
International Labour Organization. In Taiwan’ s Labor Standard Law, in addition to the
direct regulations for working hour limits, there are also spaces for labor to negotiate with
employers through labor unions or works council. However, the development of collective
labor relations 1in Taiwan has not yet matured. Therefore, in terms of the protection of labor
right, 1t 1s more dependent on the Labor Standard Laws as the gatekeeper for labors. After
several amendments, the standards of working hours are going close to the norms of ILO.
However, the policy of one fixed and one flexible day off per week implemented in 2016
and the second revision of the law 1n 2018 caused many labor protests and was widely
considered to be a bad law.

Employers, labor and government are main participants in the labor market.
According to the claims of James O'Connor (1973) and Joseph E. Stiglitz (2012), this
paper analyzed the background of the labor relations and working hours regulations in
Taiwan from the political economics framework of neoliberalism. Besides, by taking
advantage of the German flexible working hours and deposited working hours accounts,
the problems of Taiwanese labor market are explored. The future prospects are also
proposed 1n the final part.

Keywords : Labor Standard Law; hours of work; neoliberalism; one fixed and one flexible
day off per week
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