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“Multiculturalism has become a code word for social inclusion or exclusion, depending on
your point of view, and has sparked long-running battles over what is taught in the public
schools and which books are bought by public libraries.... we are walking through the
contradictions of the cultures of cities.”

Zukin, 1995: xiii
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Analyzing Landscapes of "Renewal of Bitan Special
Scenic Area" in Urban Political-Economical with Urban
Cultural Approach

Chun-Yi Jiang™

Abstract

This paper would focus on the emerging importance of culture in urban spatial
governance.

According to Zukin's framework of symbolic economy, via fusion of cultural and
political-economic approach, this paper aims at supposing that bourgeois styles, which has
scrape off context, has become the main tool of spatial governances.

This paper refined Zukin’s ignorance of public sector. There is necessity of
re-emphasizing of New Taipei City administration’s rule in "Renewal of Bitan Special Scenic
Area" project. As the analysis goes, the research reveals why and how culture matters in
analyzing urban facade such as "culture as product”, “"the impact of culture capitalization of
recent accessibility of public space”, and “culture as criterion of landscapes creation”.

The research supposes that two factors of triggering Bitan’s Renewal project Firstly, the
process of gentrification in Sindian area. Then, the New Taipei Administration has also
changed their virtue of governance, from Managementalism to Entrepreneurialism. Two
forces have legitimated specific urban landscapes’ style by beautification, and economic
interest. Besides styles, the process of renewal project has concealed social exclusion, unfair
distribution of economic interests and consumers’ thresholds.

To sum up, this work verifies Renewal of Bitan Special Scenic Area as an example of
generalized phenomena in recent urban governance. Public sector created struggling public
spaces, with styles which accommodates manifold social forces within, but named after
plurality.

Keywords: Symbolic Economy, Urban, Landscapes, Culture, Political-Economic Powers,
Shaping the locality
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