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Community Practice as a Cooperation Mechanism between
University and Local Government
Ming-Huei Wang”

Abstract
Since its establishment, National Penghu University of Science and Technology
(NPU) has always positioned itself as a valuable partner to local government and
communities. The entire archipelago is the university’s campus. The development of
Penghu County is closely intertwined with the success of the university and the
problems faced by the locals are also one of the university’s many responsibilities. As

a result, ocean/marine-related and tourism industries naturally are identified as the
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crucial aspects of university’s curriculum and development. Moreover, because of the
close collaboration between the university and local government, the university proudly
serves as a think tank and plays the role of a platform that connects various agencies
and organizations from both public and private sectors to ensure extensive participation
and involvement that strive to create a brighter future together. Since 2015, NPU has
begun our partnership with the county government and has been working together
closely for the last two phases of the project the past six years. The first phase focused
on rethinking local issues and developing a clear vision for all participants. As the
project progressed, community practice took the center stage as grassroot effort and
community building were key to true partnership. In conclusion, this project strives to
work as an innovative force and to bring together the university, local government,
social organizations and communities in pursuit of an island society model with a strong
emphasis on partnership, innovation and sustainability. It is also with great ambition
and hope that such experience can inspire other similar island societies to further their

developments.
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