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The Effects of Government-convened Public Deliberation on Public

Engagement and Attitude:
Taking Youth Policy Forum as an Example

Wei-Ying Sung®, Ching-Ying Juan™
Abstract

In recent years, deliberative democracy has been valued by the government and
the academic community as a way of realizing direct democracy. Among all the public
deliberation activities convened by the government, the Youth Policy Forum
organized by the Youth Development Administration of the Ministry of Education is
relatively larger in scale and held on a regular basis. Each year, the Forum produces
consensuses and conclusions that serve as references for the government to promote
its youth policies. The Forum is therefore regarded as a means of enabling youth civic
engagement. Over the years, while participants have come to recognize the Forum as
a platform for pubic deliberation, they have expressed doubt about its substantial
effects on policies.

There is little research on the substantial effects of government-hosted public
deliberation activities on the public. Hence, this study aims to explore the influence of
the deliberative discussion mechanism of the Youth Policy Forum on participants, in
order to provide a reference and suggestions to future studies and
government-initiated activities in this regard. This study adopts textual analysis,
participant observation, and in-depth interviews to collect data. It also uses the
triangulation method to conclude the viewpoints of all stakeholders. The findings are
as follows:

I.  Most participants look forward to being exposed to the ideas and opinions of other
participants from different backgrounds and understanding the operational
mechanism of deliberation. However, they are doubtful about whether or not the
consensuses and conclusions reached in the Forum can actually be adopted by
competent authorities.

Il. During the discussions, the exchanges of opinions among young people with
various stances offer participants a chance to consider public issues from different
perspectives, and may therefore motivate them to take action to improve their own
environment.

I11. Some participants agree with the spirit and concept of deliberative democracy, and
choose to engage more with, and keep an eye on, the future development of
related issues. However, such influence depends on the previous experiences of
the participants and the atmosphere during the discussions.
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