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Research on the Exercise of the Tu-Fu's Authority in the Mid-
Qing Dynasty: an Analysis of the Existence of Manchu-Chinese
Boundary

Chen Jen Liu*
Abstract

Manchu entered the China as a minority, and faced with a large number of Han
people, there was obviously tension and contradiction between them. At the beginning
of Qing Dynasty, Manchu rulers used a series of policies and measures to adjust
Manchu-Han relations, hoping to adjust Manchu-Han relations to a relatively stable
state. During the reign of Emperor Qianlong (§Zz[% ) in the Qing Dynasty, the
relationship between Manchu and Han had apparently eased and showed a trend of
integration. However, under the table, it is a dark tide, hiding the contradiction
between Manchu and Han that is difficult to resolve. The Tu-fu's system in the Qing
Dynasty came from the Ming Dynasty and evolved according to the actual situation at
that time. In the Qing dynasty, the Zongdu & Xunfu (43 (H#iE ) were the highest
officials at the provincial level, and they had the power of local administration,
justice, military affairs, supervision and education. The Tu-fu's system played a key
role in history of Qing dynasty. It can be said that to a certain extent, the centralization
of power in the Qing Dynasty was fully developed because of the establishment and
perfection of the Tu-fu's system. There were not many Han officials who served as
local Tu-fu in the early days, but with the evolution of time, there were more and
more Han officials.

Observing the historical facts, before the mid-Qing Dynasty, the Tu-fu's
decision-making authority was almost unaffected by the relationship between Manchu
and Han. In most periods, regardless of the full minister, most of the Tu-fu carried out
the tasks assigned by the central government with the will of the monarch. Before the
middle of Qing dynasty, local governors obviously could not compete with the central
power. Therefore, during this period, the Tu-fu's decision-making authority behavior
may be more biased towards implementation. It was not until the light years after the
Qing Dynasty that the Qing court began to reuse Han officials to deal with a series of
chaos, and the power of the Tu-fu was really strengthened, with independent and
complete decision-making power.

Keywords: Manchu-Han relationship, mid-Qing Dynasty, Zongdu, Xunfu,
decision-making behavior.
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