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Community Experiencing and Local Energy Governance: The “New Taipei Smart
Community”Project in Sanchung District, New Taipei City %
Ying-Feng Chen %
Abstract

Energy transition is a mega project involving technology advancement and social
adaptation. While the new Taiwan government endeavored to promote energy
transition in addition to pursuing future nuclear phase-out, the lacking of social
common grounds undermined public trust on the transition roadmaps. The
referendum in 2018 revealed strong backlash against current “no-nuke” agenda.
Based on international empirical evidences, the citizen’s participation into energy
practices could contribute to better understanding and effectiveness on energy
transition issues. This article focused on a new “Smart Community” project launched
by New Taipei City government by installing green and smart system facilities in a
79-households ‘FenglingTsuiFeng” community in Sanchung district, and aimed to
explore the effects on community residents after the action.

This research conducted survey on community residents in March 2019. The results
showed that the uptake of smart facilities and renewable energy in the community
helped to shape better images on green energy and national energy policies, and
also to change residents’ behaviors and perceptions on energy use. The results also
shed more lights on the significance of collaboration between central and local in
broadening citizen’s participation and practices in energy affairs in national energy

transition frameworks.

Keywords : energy practices, energy transition, local governance, smart grids,

community energy
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