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This study first explores the power base of the dualism of regime and religion in

the West, and starts from the perspective of political thought and history. From the
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Middle Ages to before the Reformation, the dual power structure of politics and religion
almost determined people's living conditions in society. Even after the separation of
church and state, the influence of religion retreated to the spiritual level of the individual,
but this "secular/spiritual" thought that emerged due to Christian civilization still exists
in today's Western society.

This study first sorts out the phenomenon of competition and cooperation between
regime and religion powers, and through analysis, explores the four mechanisms of
power interaction, namely "the divine right of kings", "the check and balance of power
", "the social contract" and "the secular state".

In terms of the type of power, the role of power produced by the separation of
"regime/religious power" in the Middle Ages is reflected in the phenomenon of
competition, cooperation and complementarity in the power of the monarchy and the
divine grant of power checks and balances. After the Reformation in the 16th century,
the process of secularization made the spirit of the contract a substitute for the
separation of church and state. This spirit of the contract can be traced back to the
theological thought of the classical era and the Middle Ages, so that the relationship
between state formation in the Middle Ages can be smoothly transitioned to The modern
state type. In addition, the "secular/spiritual" theory advocated by the Reformation
disintegrated the situation of the confrontation between church power and regime in the
Middle Ages. Individuals, societies and countries subject to religious power were
separated and liberated from theology, and Western civilization also Accelerated into
the stage of a secular state, accompanied by the rise of nationalism strengthened by

Christian civilization.

Keywords: relationship between regime and religion, separation of church and state,

the divine right of kings
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