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Review and Outlook of the 20th Anniversary of the
Enforcement of the Police Power Exercise Act

- Centered on police conducting identity checks on People

Chun-Hung Chen*

Abstract

The Police Power Exercise Act has been in effect for 20 years now. After 20 years
of operation, it is evident that the Act lacks clarity in certain regulations, which has
resulted in a lack of clear and definitive application for the police. In this article, through
the author's 20 years of practical experience and repeated contemplation in teaching,
the author bringed awareness to the issues at hand. From the perspective of a
practitioner, it is observed that certain regulations of the Police Power Exercise Act can
be susceptible to different interpretations based on individuals. Taking a comprehensive

view, the author addressed this as an issue to be explored and discussed. To avoid losing
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focus due to an extensive discussion, this article first explores the regulations related to
identity checks and other aspects imposed by the Police Power Exercise Act. This
includes the scope of authority of the chief officer of the police agency, the procedural
obligations for initiating police power, the places where identity checks can be
conducted, situations where checks are clearly not possible, and the potential conflicts
in applying the law when people refuse to disclose their identity and the maintenance
of social order. These practical operational issues are explored to address potential

confusion.

Keywords : police, chief officer, identity verification, stop, police force.
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