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A Study of the China's Original Monk-Officials System
Tzu-Jui Chai®
Abstract

The monk-official system originated in the Wei, Jin, Southern and Northern
Dynasties. The regime appointed monks as administrative officials and established
dedicated political agencies for religious management. The government strengthened
the control and management of religions as the government advocated religion. This
laid the foundation for the "specialization of religious management in subsequent
generations of China". , the educational thought established a prototype path based on

the religious management principle of "the monarch".

The purpose of this study is two-fold. First, to sort out the prototype of the Chinese
monk-official system, which involves the organizational changes of the monk-official
system in the Jin and Southern and Northern Dynasties, including the establishment of
monk-official positions at the central, local and grassroots levels. In addition, because
the monk-official system was in its infancy during this period, and the dynasties that
divided the north and the south changed frequently, a comprehensive review of the
salary rankings for selection, appointment and dismissal was made. Second, let’s
analyze the power design and functions of the monk-official organization. The initial
monk-official (monk-appointed monk-official) had powers such as legislation, justice,

personnel, property management, and temple construction review. However, such an
146



TR RAG M B HIE 25T

organizational design has not been fully utilized. Show the corresponding function. The
lack of organizational design caused social problems, especially the impact of the
regime on national labor and economic issues at that time. Such issues focused on the
interaction between the monk-official system and policies, so an analysis is needed to
make an overall picture. From this perspective, we can discuss the whole picture of the

original monk-official system.
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