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From concepts to practices:

Key strategies for anti-corruption practices from the perspective of

civil servants in Taiwan

Yun-Chiao Tang*, Milan Tung-Wen Sun**

The United Nations Convention against Corruption came into effect in 2005.

Abstract

Republic of China (Taiwan) promulgated the "Law for the Implementation of the

United Nations Convention against Corruption” in 2015. Taiwan submitted its first

national report in 2018 and the second one in 2022. These reports were scrutinized by

international experts and scholars, and they provided conclusive review opinions. In

response to these review opinions, the government invites domestic experts and
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scholars to propose counter strategies for local implementation. Without doubt, civil
servant's subjective judgments regarding the proposed strategies will affect the results
of implementation. This study uses Q methodology to investigate the potential
dimensions of local civil servant’s perceptions about the effectiveness of these
strategies. The study reveals six potential discourses: (1) Corruption prevention
should be the core strategy, supplemented by promoting, and legislation is prudent;
(2) To clarify the gray areas of corruption and to establish cross-boundary
collaborative mechanism to combat corruption; (3A) To cultivate citizen’s anti-
corruption virtue, supplemented by strengthening anti-corruption regulations and
institutions; (3B) To reform government anti-corruption system from bottom up, and
to cultivate anti-corruption talents; (4) To implement various anti-corruption measures
for rebuild judicial credibility; and (5) To establish an independent and fine-turned
anti-corruption system with carefully assigned responsibilities. These six types of
opinion indicate six different strategic viewpoints regarding how effective these

strategies can be implemented. Practical suggestions are also proposed in this study.

Keywords: corruption perception, corruption tolerance, integrity studies, anti-

corruption convention, Q methodology
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