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Academic Performance and Constraints in Educational
Opportunities among Economically Disadvantaged University
Students: A Case Study of a Northern Private University in Taiwan

Cheng-Chung Wu"
Abstract

This study surveys the academic performance and educational opportunity
constraints of economically disadvantaged university students, utilizing data from a
private university in northern Taiwan. Key performance indicators include PR scores,
on-time graduation rates, and English proficiency. The study further examines the
impact of financial aid stability and constraints in major selection, particularly
regarding mathematics-intensive programs. Results indicate no significant differences
in PR scores or graduation rates between disadvantaged and non-disadvantaged
students, suggesting comparable overall academic outcomes. However, disadvantaged
students demonstrate weaker English proficiency. Additionally, instability in financial
aid status is associated with lower academic performance and reduced graduation
likelihood. The findings suggest that while economically disadvantaged students
perform similarly to their peers in general academic terms, they encounter persistent
barriers in language competence and academic choice. Stable and continuous financial
support plays a critical role in promoting academic success and mitigating structural

inequality in higher education.

Keywords: economically disadvantaged students, financial aid, academic

performance, major selection, private university
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