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The Third Road of Peace across the Taiwan Strait:
Resilient Peace
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Abstract
Cross-strait relations have long been entangled in a complex web of power struggles
and identity conflicts. The pursuit of peace in Taiwan has been reduced to two extremes:
dependence on the United States to counter China, or subservience to China in
exchange for stability. Neither approach is sustainable. This article proposes the
dependence on the United States to counter China, or subservience to China in concept
of "resilient peace," arguing that Taiwan should develop an independent and sustainable

peace strategy that bridges the gap between realist deterrence structures, liberal

*William Yang, PhD in Political Science and International Relations (University of Warwick, UK), is a
Professor in the Department of Public Administration and Management at Shih Hsin University. He has
served as Dean of International Affairs, Dean of Public Affairs, and Chair of the General Education
Committee. His research interests include political science, international issues, global governance,
cross-strait relations and policy, as well as the intersection of technology and politics. Email:
william@mail.shu.edu.tw.

Received: November 12, 2025 Accepted: December 2, 2025

15


mailto:william@mail.shu.edu.tw

institutional cooperation, and constructivist identity transformation. This article
examines the interpretations of cross-strait peace from three major international
relations theories, analyzes the practical challenges of US-China competition, Chinese
nationalism, and Taiwan's internal political development, and proposes a multi-layered
strategy that combines self-defense, institutional cooperation, and identity management.
This article finds that cross-strait peace cannot be guaranteed by external forces. It is
necessary to strengthen Taiwan's own deterrent capabilities and enhance the defensive
resilience of society as a whole to ensure that China does not easily initiate war. At the
same time, it is essential to maintain cross-strait peace by fostering communication and

dialogue between the two sides, thereby reducing the likelihood of military conflict.
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