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Focusing on the Depth or Breadth of Civic Participation? An
Evaluation of the Participatory Budgeting Process in Taichung City

Wei-Ying Sung*

Abstract
The need for enhancing citizen participation in the public budget process has been
discussed by scholars in recent years. In this decade, many city mayors of local
governments in Taiwan have advocated the importance of participatory budgeting at
the local level, but it has been unclear to scholars and practitioners about the use and
evaluation of participatory budgeting in Taiwan. This study’s focus is on the
municipal use of participatory budgeting, and the analysis case is Central District,
Taichung City, which is the early adopter of such participatory mechanism in Taiwan.
This case study employs multiple qualitative methods, including first-hand data
analysis (in-person observation and interviews) and second-hand data analysis (the
content analysis of official documents and newspapers). This study tries to identify
the development phases, characteristics, and key implementation issues of
participatory budgeting in Central District, Taichung City. The conclusion part
addresses practical suggestions and future research directions regarding the planning

and implementation of participatory budgeting in Taiwan’s local government.

Keywords: Taichung City, participatory budgeting, civic participation, deliberative

democracy
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