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Unfinished Integration: The Endgame of Cross-Strait Relations
through the Lens of the Divided-Nation Model

Linjie Li*, Youy Chou**
Abstract:

This article moves beyond the long-dominant “unification—independence—status
quo” framework by explaining cross-Strait relations as a process of institutional
evolution. It treats political subjects as possible products of sustained interaction rather
than fixed analytical premises and develops a generative endgame model with four
causally ordered concepts. Sovereignty stock is the boundary condition formed by
inherited constitutional claims, recognition structures, and durable political
commitments. Governance increment is the direct mechanism through which
agreements, administrative interfaces, shared rules, and functional organizations add
cross-boundary governing capacity. Interest embedding is the mediating mechanism
through which repeated governance generates stable participants, rule expectations, exit
costs, and shared risks. Subject formation is the outcome, observable when joint
decision-making, shared responsibility, and durable authorization emerge. Reciprocity,
procedural legitimacy, and cross-cycle implementation facilitate the chain, while power
asymmetry, external intervention, and securitization condition or interrupt it. Process
tracing across three periods of cross-Strait interaction, together with comparisons to
Germany, Vietnam, and Korea, shows that the chain may advance, stall, or reverse. The
resulting form is a generative endgame characterized as a single political community

combining unified sovereign personality with differentiated, multilayered governance.
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